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Flooding is now ubiquitous 
on the Thames and even 
parts of The Ridgeway, so 
remember that although 
your reports provide vital 
information to us, please do 
not walk through flood wa-
ter, even if it’s just a small 
section.  We don’t know 
what impact the flood has 
had to the surface, and 
where the bank is! 
 

On another note Lucy has 
taken a new position with 
BBOWT and we wish her 
good luck and now this is 
Darian’s last task Diary.  
Darian, also known as Dar-
ren, Dorian, Jeff and 
Geoffrey has accepted a po-
sition with OCCs Special Edu-
cational Needs Support Ser-
vices  and I’m sure we all 
wish her every success. Dari-
an has been the first point of 
contact between the office 
and our many volunteers, so 
until we can find a replace-
ment, please be patient with 
us and we will respond to 
your emails as soon as we 
can.   Steven Tabbitt, 
Project Coordinator. 
 

Hello and welcome to the 
March to May task diary.  
For all of our volunteers who 
have braved the terrible 
weather to attend tasks and 
to monitor your sections, 
well done and a very big 
THANK YOU.  
Before the floods hit, we did 
manage to get a sizeable 
chunk of scrub clearance 
sorted out on the Thames, 
but now of course our priori-
ties have shifted to The 
Ridgeway and we’ve man-
aged to get some amazing 
verges back and sizeable 
widths of grass land back on 
the Byway, Restricted Byway 
and Bridleway sections of 
The Ridgeway. 
The Thames Path National 
Trail has been under water 
now for some time and I fear 
that it will require some sig-
nificant levels of investment 
to get it back up to the fabu-
lous trail that it was prior to 
this major flooding incident. 

Infrastructure, surfaces and the 
bank will be particularly vulner-
able to flood damage. 
I had a meeting with The Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maid-
enhead and Crown Estates just 
before the major flood hit 
Datchet last week.  

 
This was to start negotiations to 
move fence lines back away 
from eroding areas of bank on 
the Thames.  Knowing there 
was some serious flooding fur-
ther west, I estimate that it 
took 3 days for the flooding to 
move down stream and hit the 
eastern reaches to the same 
extent as the badly flooded 
western and central reaches.  

concentrate on those areas 
where vegetation goes mad 
such as Chimney Meadows. 
With all this nutrient rich 
mud being dumped on the 
bank by the flooding, the 
vegetation growth will be 
vast but we are confident 
that our Volunteers will rise 
to the challenge. On The 
Ridgeway, as we haven’t had 
any significant freezing 
weather to harden the 
ground, this could impact on 
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Busy Task Diary. 
This task diary will include 
some scrub clearance at the 
start – providing the birds 
are not nesting and we’ll 
then move on to concen-
trate on our signage and 
gate rounds. This will include 
our fantastic new design for 
our information boards (see 
page 2) which also includes 
County routing and then 
finally we’ll hit the mowing 
season in May. Here we will 
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Thames Path Datchet 

Scrub Clearance Watlington 

all the unsurfaced areas that 
landowners have to use in 
order to run their businesses, 
potentially causing surface 
issues for us to deal with. 
 



P A G E  2  

......to revise 

and update 

the websites 

for all of the 

National 

Trails.  

Creation of the first 

new Information 

Board at Chinnor. 

Website Update 

Flooding Misery and Monitoring 

New Information Boards 

Currently, in several 
different locations 
along the Ridgeway, 
there are about 30 
Information Boards 
detailing points of in-
terest and showing 
maps of the Ridge-
way.    
Most of these have 
seen much better 
times and need to be 
replaced. 

With the help of our 
fantastic volunteers 
we are making this 
happen.  In the wood 
workshop they have 
planned and designed 
a beautiful new oak 
frame for the infor-
mation boards to sit 
in. The structures have 
been built then taken 
apart and rebuilt out 
on site at the location.  

The first one to go in 
was at Chinnor on an 
extremely wet and 
windy day but as you 
can see from Diane’s 
smile it was well worth 
it! 
 
This is a great project 
and many thanks to all 
involved. 

To every one that moni-
tors a stretch on The 
Thames Path, when it is 
safe to resume i.e. no 
flooding, we will require 
key  information about 
how much of the trail we 
have lost to erosion.  If 
you are able to get rough 
measurements to show 
how much path width we 
have left  and also let us 
know if there is any kind 

To all of our volunteers 
who live in the areas badly 
affected by the flooding 
we would like to convey 
our best wishes to you.  
We sincerely hope that if 
any of your homes and 
businesses are flooded 
and damaged  that you 
receive the assistance that 
you need to repair and 
regain them as speedily as 
possible. 
 

of  barrier between the 
path and the river.  E.g.  is 
there a fence/hedge/tree 
acting as a blockade to the 
tow path? As always, pho-
tographs will be really use-
ful in order to demon-
strate the extent of the 
erosion.   
 
But please remember this 
can be achieved only when 
the floods have subsided. 

are still available, but in a 
new style. Accommodation 
providers can now update 
their own information and we 
are regularly adding blogs 
and news to the sites.  It 
would be very useful if you 
could spend a few minutes 
looking at the sites 
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/
ridgeway and 

www.nationaltrail.co.uk/
thamespath and let us have 
any comments or sugges-
tions about how they can be 
improved further.  Alterna-
tively if you have any photo-
graphs of the Trails that 
could be used on the web-
sites please send them in 
and we will credit them to 
you when they are used. 

Natural England has em-
ployed consultants, Walk 
Unlimited,  to revise and up-
date the websites for all of 
the National Trails.  The new 
sites went live in mid-
January and since then 
Elaine has been adding even 
more information to the two 
sites for our Trails.  Many of 
the features of the old sites 

Thames 

Path at 

Sonning 

January 

2014. 

From  

monitor 

Helen 

Barkus 

V O L U N T E E R  U P D A T E  

http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/thamespath
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/thamespath
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March 
5

th
    Workshop 1 

6
th
    Snap W/C 2 

18
th
  Blowingstone WC 3 

19
th
  Abingdon WC 4 

20
th
  Workshop 1 

24
th
  TBC 

25
th
  Marlow WC 5 

26
th
  Snap WC 2 

April 
1

st
    Marlow WC 5 

2
nd

   Wallingford WC 6 
8

th
    Sonning WC 7 

9
th
    Blowingstone WC 3 

10
th
  Workshop 1 

15 
th 

Sonning WC 7 
16

th
  Snap W/C 2 

22
nd

  Workshop 1 
23

rd
  Grims Ditch WC 

24
th
  Blowingstone WC 

28
th
  Workshop 1 

29
th
  Blowingstone WC 3 

30
th
  TBC 

 
 

May 
6

th
   Workshop 1 

7
th
   TBC IB 

13
th 

Chimney Meadow M 8 
14

th
 Grafton M 9 

15
th
 TBC IB 

19
th
 TBC 

20
th
 Marlow ST 5 

21
st
 Oxford ST 10 

27
th
 Workshop 1 

28
th
 Grafton B 9 

29
th
 Oxford M 10 

 
 

tasks are becoming very 

popular. Occasionally we 

may have to change a task 

location or date as issues of 

a higher priority may occur 

or if the weather conditions 

are not suitable.  If this hap-

pens we will try to keep 

you as up to date as possi-

ble.  

To book on to any task 

please contact the office by 

e m a i l  a t  n t v o l u n -

teers@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

or phone 01865 810211.  

The task locations are 

shown as numbers on the 

map so that you are able to 

see which locations suit 

you. Please ensure that you 

book early as the practical 

Task Bookings 

Check 

the map 

for task 

locations 

near to 

you. 

M     = Mowing 
ST   = Strimming 
WC  = Winter clearance 
IB    = Information Board      
 Installation  
B    = Bridge Installation 
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Fancy a Brew? 
 
One of our longest standing vol-
unteers, Michael Cooke, took a 
holiday last year to visit his son 
in Towson USA just north of the 
Baltimore city limits. 
He thought he was going to get 
away from it all but the hold of 
The Ridgeway on him was obvi-
ously too strong, as look what 
he found for sale in the local 
liquor store! 

Thank you Michael for this pho-
to of South Stoke Ridgeway Ales 
on sale in Baltimore USA! 

We always like to share the feedback that we receive from walkers of 
the trails and once again we have had some very positive comments so 
a massive thank you to all of you involved with the monitoring and 
maintenance of the Trails. 
Thames Path 

 ‘I have done some long treks in Australia, we don't have the accommodation/
eating places that are available on UK national paths such as this. I enjoyed 
this path tremendously’. 

 'We would describe the trail as Awesome. We had the best time, scenery and 
peace were wonderful. Sometimes we felt we were the only people in the 
world. ....it was a trip we will always remember...’ 

 ‘The changing landscape of the walk the further you walked away from Lon-
don....the history along the walk... I walked in all four seasons and thoroughly 
enjoyed it.... the walk is ideal for a walker on their first long distance path....’ 

 'The variety of landscapes and the feeling of freedom!’ 
Ridgeway 

 ‘Peace and quiet; very, very little evidence of litter; ease of finding accommo-
dation close to the trail, and well-maintained paths. Very well sign-posted.’ 

Signal Court 

Old Station Way 

Eynsham 

Oxford 

OX29 4TL 

The Ridgeway National Trail travels for 87 

miles (139km) through ancient landscapes.  

Over rolling, open downland to the west of 

the River Thames, and through secluded valleys 

and woods in The Chilterns to the east, follow-

ing the same route used since prehistoric times 

by travellers, herdsmen and soldiers. 

The Thames Path follows the greatest river 

in England for 184 miles (294 km) from its 

source in the Cotswolds almost to the sea. 

Passing through peaceful water meadows, un-

spoilt rural villages, historic towns and cities, 

and finally cutting through the heart of London 

to finish at the Thames Barrier in Greenwich. 

Business Tagline or Motto 

Phone: 01865 810211 

Fax: 0845 6069614 

E: ntvolunteers@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

National Trails Office 

Moving On! 
As you now know I will be leaving the National Trails Team at the beginning of March and 
this is my last newsletter!  I will be very sad to leave as I have made some wonderful 
friends and have been very privileged to work with such great, hardworking and sup-
portive colleagues within the National Trails team. 
It has been wonderful to be involved with all of the volunteers. 
Some of you I have met, (on tasks, in the workshop and of 
course at BBQ’s) and some of you have kept me very busy with 
email correspondence!  But whoever you are I have never 
stopped being amazed at your dedication to the trails and the 
fact that you will devote your time to the upkeep of these two 
amazing paths.  I hope that you all continue to enjoy the Trails 
long into the future. 
Darian Jeffs—National Trails Administration Assistant 


